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For immediate release 
F.A. DAVIS ANNOUNCES WINNERS OF UNDERGRADUATE & 

GRADUATE NURSING SCHOLARSHIPS 

Students from Regis University & University of Pennsylvania win F.A. Davis 

Nursing Scholarships. 

Philadelphia, PA, September 15, 2017:  F.A. Davis is delighted to announce the winner of its third 

annual undergraduate scholarship and the winner of its second annual graduate nursing scholarship. 

Awards of $1,500.00 will be made to José Guevara, a BSN student at Regis University in Denver, 

Colorado, and to Darcy Alimenti, a MSN student in an Adult Gerontology Acute Care Nurse Practitioner 

Palliative Care Minor program at the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

José is the first in his family to attend college. He found his passion for serving diverse, underserved 

populations while volunteering as a HIV/AIDS rapid tester for NovaSalud in Virginia,. After he completes 

his BSN degree, José plans to pursue a Nurse Practitioner’s degree, specializing in cardiac progressive 

care or pulmonary care. He is excited by the day-to-day opportunities nurses have to combine head and 

heart to meet intellectual, emotional, and physical challenges; and to empower, advocate for, and inspire 

hope in their patients. José’s ambition is to become a truly culturally competent healthcare practitioner 

who specializes in working with Latino and immigrant communities. 

In his application essay, Mr. Guevara described the impact he hopes to have after he earns his 

degree. “I have seen how individuals, families and communities who have not had access to quality 

healthcare have suffered. Patient advocating can be a powerful equalizing force for minorities, such as 

myself, who come from disadvantaged backgrounds. My goal is quality improvement by demonstrating 

the effectiveness of nurses in delivering culturally competent care with the intention of improving the 

health of underserved populations.” 

“I will be an advocate for my patients. I will be armed with the skills necessary to overcome the 

suffering associated with illness. I will be at the forefront of goals of care conversations,” is just one 

passage of Darcy Alimenti’s essay that stands out. Darcy views compassionate patient care as one of the 
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most important aspects of the nursing profession. She is committed to helping patients to understand 

their prognoses and to achieve a quality of life that matches their own values. After her mother was 

diagnosed with leiomyosarcoma, Darcy began to learn the value of life and the vulnerability of well-being, 

setting her on a path that recognizes the significance of patient care. “My skills and knowledge will ensure 

that patients are provided compassionate care throughout the trajectory of their illness. With each bump 

along the journey, I will help them understand their prognosis and help them achieve a quality of life that 

matches their desires. I will be the reminder that when curing isn’t possible, caring will prevail.” Darcy 

closes her essay with these inspiring words which encapsulate her passion and exemplifies her 

dedication to always provide the utmost care.   

“We received 7,293 applications from undergraduate and graduate nursing students, far exceeding 

all of our expectations,” said Jean Rodenberger, Editor-in-Chief, Nursing. “Our applicant pool was 

extremely diverse. Our undergraduate applicants encompassed traditional college freshmen and non-

traditional students returning to school. The graduate students, too, represented a vast range of 

backgrounds and goals. Selecting the winners were difficult decisions, but Mr. Guevara and Ms. Alimenti 

in their applications and essays demonstrated the very special nature of those who have chosen to be 

nurses. Their stories are inspiring to all of us. With Mr. Guevara and Ms. Alimenti leading the way, the 

future of nursing looks bright as a new generation of dedicated students embarks on the challenging yet 

rewarding path of becoming a nurse.” 

With so many exemplary applications submitted, F.A. Davis is also excited to announce that this year 

they will also be awarding four runners-up with $100 gift cards and a free copy of one of their sponsoring 

titles. The two undergraduate scholarship runners-up are Natalie M, Kustner, an RN-BSN student at 

University of Wisconsin School of Nursing and Moyosoreoluwa Akintunde, an RN-BSN student at Emory 

University. And Camille Richards, an MSN student at Virginia Commonwealth University and Sylvana 

Paternite, an MSN student from Indiana Wesleyan University are the two runners-up for the graduate 

scholarship. Visit their blog to view these fantastic essays and read about the students who demonstrate 

the uplifting attitude which personifies the philosophy of nursing.  

The application process was open to nursing students pursuing undergraduate degrees leading 

to NCLEX® eligibility (RN and LPN level), and graduate degrees leading to DNP, MSN and PhD.   They 

had to be enrolled in an accredited nursing program for the 2017 school year, a student in good standing 

with an overall GPA of 3.0 or higher, and a U.S. or Canadian citizen, legal resident, or holder of a valid 

student visa. Applicants completed an application form and submitted an unofficial transcript and proof of 
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enrollment as well as a short introduction and essay. Information about future scholarships will be 

announced on F.A. Davis’s web and social media sites. 

The scholarship prize can be used for educational purposes only, which includes tuition and/or 

related expenses such as books or school supplies required by instructors for their courses. (Room and 

board and other taxable expenses do not qualify.) 

About F.A. Davis Company 

F.A. Davis Company is one of the oldest independent, family-managed publishing houses in America. 

Since 1879, we have been meeting the needs of nursing, medical, and health science professionals 

seeking information of the highest quality. 

Today, F.A. Davis carries on that tradition through its print, digital, and online products for students, 

educators, and clinicians in Nursing and the Health Sciences. Our flagship titles, Taber’s® Cyclopedic 

Medical Dictionary and Davis’s Drug Guide for Nurses® are among the most trusted names in health 

care. 

For more information, visit www.FADavis.com. 
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